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A Fellowship Church 


DEFINITION OF TERMS 


The Unabridged Dictionary definies ‘‘ Fel- 
lowship”’ as: ‘‘A state of being together; 
community of interest, activity, feeling; 
friendliness, comradeship, partnership, 
communion.”’ 

The Church Universal is the ‘‘Body of 
Christ,’’ a true fellowship of those who be- 
lieve in Him. In this article, however, 
when the term ‘‘ Fellowship Church’’ is used, 
it will refer in the main to a congregation 
of believers in Christ. Hence, when we 
speak of a ‘‘ Fellowship Church,’’ we mean 
a Christian Church—a church of friendli- 
ness, of comradeship, of partnership, a 
genuine Christian communion. 


THE CENTRAL FIGURE 


Christ is the central figure of the Church. 
He is our Saviour. It is in Him that we 
have the complete revelation of God, the 
Father. Through Him, do we find pardon 
of our sins. He is the Truth that sets 
us free. He is the great Hxampler; 
‘‘Tempted like as we are, yet without sin.”’ 
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He is the embodiment of the true spirit ot 
Brotherhood. The Brotherhood of Man 
will come on earth when all men acknowl- 
edge Christ as Lord and Master of their 
lives. 

Since Jesus is the central figure of the 
Christian Church, in order to understand 
fully what is meant by ‘‘A Fellowship 
Church,’’ we must understand the mission, 
the message, and the personality of Jesus. 


LOVE THE ESSENTIAL BASIS 


Christ’s mission on earth was a mission 
of love. Sent of God it was his mission to 
reveal to humanity a God of infinite com- 
passion, mercy, and love. He came because 
God loved. ‘‘For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life’’ (John 3: 16). 

In all of his contacts with his disciples 
Jesus continued to reveal to them the nature 
of God. He referred to God as ‘‘My Fa- 
ther.’’ He taught his Disciples to say ‘‘Our 
Father.’’ His every conversation pointed 
to love as the dominant element in the char- 
acter of God. The compassionate and loy- 
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ing Father was revealed again and again in 
the following statements: ‘‘Are not two 
sparrows sold for a farthing? And one of 
them shall not fall on the ground without 
your Father.’’ ‘‘But the very hairs of your 
heads are all numbered.’’ ‘‘Consider the 
lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil 
not, neither do they spin; and yet I say unto 
you, That Solomon in all his glory was not 
arrayed like one of these.’’ ‘‘Let not your 
hearts be troubled: ye believe in God, be- 
lieve also in me. In my Father’s house are 
many mansions: if it were not so, I would 
have told you. I go to prepare a place for 
you.’’ 

Again Jesus said to his Disciples, ‘‘If ye 
have seen me, ye have seen the Father.’’ 
What had they seen in Jesus? Nothing but 
the perfect exemplification of love. He 
loved all men of whatever degree of attain- 
ment, or condition of life. He loved the 
Rich Young Ruler, the Proud Young Ruler 
(Saul), the beggar in the street, the corrupt 
tax-gatherer, the scarlet woman, the un- 
grateful lepers, the Publicans and Sinners. 
He loved little children. ‘‘Suffer them to 
come unto me, and forbid them not,’’ He 
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said. He loved unto the uttermost, even 
unto the death on the Cross. 

Again and again Jesus called his Dis- — 
ciples’ attention to the fact that love is the 
one fundamental, or basic, element in 
the Kingdom of God. Over and over He 
said to them: ‘‘God is Love’’; ‘‘ Love over- 
cometh the world’’; ‘‘Love is the fulfillment 
of the law’’; ‘‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy strength, and with all thy 
mind; and thy neighbor as thyself.’’ Re- 
peatedly He said, ‘‘Love one another.’’ He 
even said, ‘‘Love your enemies,’’ reversing 
completely the accepted doctrine of human 
relationships, turning the mind of man away 
from hatred and retaliation, and aligning 
his spirit with the essential spirit of God. 


THE JERUSALEM CHURCH 


And when He had given them the Great 
Commission, and had gone away, and they 
fully understood his mission of love, they 
began to build at Jerusalem, a ‘‘ Fellowship 
Church,’’ a Communion, the greatest Broth- 
erhood ever established on earth. What a 
sharing of hopes, aspirations, and joys, of 
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toils and labors, of material possessions, of 
hardships and persecutions! What a fel- 
lowship of the saints! Nothing like it had 
ever been seen before on the earth. Other 
people, looking on them from the outside, 
wondering at their remarkable spirit of fel- 
lowship, were constrained to say, ‘‘My, my, 
how those Christians love one another!’’ 
No wonder the early Christians ‘‘turned the 
world upside-down.’’ They had something 
that the world did not possess nor could take 
away: the bonds of love as it is in Jesus 
Christ. 

So indissoluby were they bound together 
in the bonds of Christian love, that they 
cheerfully and joyfully accepted persecu- 
tion, dangers, hardships, and even death it- 
self, in order that they might fulfill their 
stewardship of the Gospel of love. 

The members of the Jerusalem Church 
met frequently from house to house, ‘‘break- 
ing bread, in fellowship, and in prayer.’’ It 
was truly a fellowship of worship, of com- 
mon purpose, of prayer, of sacrifice, and of 
suffering. No wonder successful resistance 
could not be opposed to the early Christians. 
They had taken literally the statement of 
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Jesus that love overcometh the world. They 
backed up their belief with their lives. 


WALLS OF DIVISION 


Love, true fellowship, levels all walls of 
division ; bridges all gulfs of separation. In 
the world into which Jesus came, there were 
walls of division, gulfs of separation. To 
the Jews there were two classes in the world: 
Jews and Gentiles; to the Greeks, only two, 
Greeks and Barbarians; to the Romans, two, 
Citizens and Enemies. But such was the 
power of the Gospel of Christ, that Jews, 
Gentiles, Greeks, Barbarians, and Romans 
found themselves bound together by indis- 
soluble ties of love. What a fellowship it 
was! Does any one know of anything else 
that will break down all barriers and bring 
together in the bonds of perfect peace men 
of every race, color, or condition? In the 
Christian Church of the First Century were 
to be found men and women of every nation- 
ality, color, or condition of life. We hear a 
great deal today of inequalities of oppor- 
tunity, of economic injustices, of exploita- 
tion, of greed and strife, and of the blasting 
and devastating results of war among na- 
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tions. We are, and should be, greatly con- 
cerned about these terrible enemies of hu- 
man welfare. Every possible influence 
should be brought to bear for the alleviation 
of intolerable conditions and the proper ad- 
justment in these areas of human relation- 
ships. But a Christian should never lose 
sight of the fact that there is in the Chris- 
tian fellowship, even though imperfectly 
understood and lived, that dynamic of love 
which eventually will bring healing in all 
these areas of human suffering and defeat. 


DEEP HEART HUNGERS 


All normal persons know by experience 
the range of human thirsts and hungers: for 
food, knowledge, excitement, thrills, or 
peace and contentment, or righteousness and 
God. But perhaps every one will admit that 
one of the deepest hungers of the human 
heart is for love, appreciation, friendship, 
fellowship. This is no accident. We are 
born that way. We are essentially social 
beings. Even a child basks in the sunshine 
of loving attention. He likes to be noticed. 
He grows up that way. He never gets away 
from it. He is possessed of an inherent 
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hunger that is satisfied only by true fellow- 
ship. This does not follow just because 
Jesus said, ‘‘Love one another.”’ Jesus 
made that statement because it is related to 
the deepest need of the human spirit. And 
the normal individual is irresistibly drawn 
to that person, or that group, or that institu- 
tion where he finds welcome, warmth, appre- 
ciation, fellowship. He is just as irresist- 
ibly driven away where he does not find it. 
Surely as Jesus unfolded to his Disciples 
the fact that the central characteristic of the 
Kingdom is love, He must have had in 
mind this fundamental hunger of the human 
heart. The Karly Church succeeded because 
it did not neglect this important truth. The 
Church that neglects this basic element of 
human character and need simply courts 
disaster and defeat. 
THE MODERN CHURCH 

Do we have such a Church in our own 
day? Do our Methodist congregations truly 
exemplify this fundamental principle of the 
Christian religion? Can it be said in truth 
that our Methodist congregations constitute 
a ‘‘community of friends, a communion of 
the saints, a genuine Brotherhood, a real 
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Fellowship?’’ Where will you find a Meth- 
odist congregation that is ‘‘turning the 
world upside-down’’ because of the genuine 
practice of Brotherhood? If not, then the 
question might seriously be raised, Do they 
have the genuine article of the Christian 
religion? After all the mission of the 
Church is to minister to human needs in all 
the fundamental relationships of life. This 
is one of the most basic. Minister to it and 
it will be possible out of the bond of union 
thus forged, to meet other needs. It is really 
out of such a fellowship as was exemplified 
by the Karly Church, that a church today 
ean do really big things for God’s Kingdom. 
With this a congregation can undertake any 
reasonable task; without it, practically all 
its efforts in whatever direction will be fu- 
tile. With it, there is great strength and 
victory ; without it, there is inevitable weak- 
ness and defeat. 

As I have been privileged to view the 
tragic needs of this our own land, and of the 
world, the conviction has been growing upon 
me that the greatest single step needed to be 
taken in the advancement of Christ’s King- 
dom, so far as our Church is concerned, is 
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for our Methodist congregations to exempli- 
fy, as did the Jerusalem Church, this essen- 
tial element in the life and teachings of 
Jesus. So frequently they do not. In many 
instances, congregations are broken up into 
cliques and classes. Many times retarda- 
tion of constructive work is brought about 
by clashing of personalities, misunderstand- 
ings, envies, and jealousies that result in 
schisms in the congregation. But perhaps 
still more important factors militating 
against the progress of the modern church 
today are indifference, lethargy, the awful 
toll of time, energy, and money that modern 
business and social conditions levy on the 
men and women, of the Church today. 
‘‘Haven’t time,’’ most frequently is the an- 
swer given to the appeal to be a real Chris- 
tian friend, or brother. These are some of 
the things that prevent the successful work 
of many congregations in this modern day. 
No material change will occur in any such 
situation until the members of the congrega- 
tion get a proper perspective. Somehow 
they must acquire the ability to see all of 
their relationships in the true light as did 
the early Disciples of Jesus. Methodist men 
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and women must come to see that the only 
thing that really matters is building God’s 
Kingdom on earth. All of these other things 
for which man struggles and sells his very 
blood, wait upon this. It has always been 
true; it always will be true. Jesus said him- 
self, ‘‘Seek ye first the Kingdom of God, and 
his righteousness, and all these things shall 
be added unto you.’’ That Kingdom will be 
found only along the road of brotherly love, 
the way of a Fellowship Church. 


SOME ILLUSTRATIONS 


It might be well for us to consider some 
surface illustrations of this profound ele- 
ment in human relationships, and the very 
heart of the Christian religion. It has been 
my privilege to visit a large number of 
Methodist churches. Some of them in their 
exterior contacts certainly do not exemplify 
the spirit of love which characterized Jesus 
and his Disciples in their ministry to their 
fellows. 

Some fourteen years ago I was in a sec- 
tion of our Church that I had never visited 
before. The occasion was a laymen’s meet- 
ing scheduled for Monday. The train sched- 
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ule necessitated my arriving Sunday eve- 
ning. I went to church that night. Asa 
matter of fact, I did not go primarily to hear 
the sermon or any of the special features of 
the service. I was in a strange community; 
I knew no one there; and, to tell the truth, I 
was lonely. What I really sought at the 
service that night was Christian fellowship. 
I failed to find it. At the close of the serv- 
ice, I did not see any one making any special 
effort to give me a greeting, so I said to my- 
self, ‘‘I have heard a great deal about cold, 
formal Methodist churches, I’m going to test 
this one out; I’m going to stand here and see 
if any one will give me a greeting.’’ I re- 
mained in my place until they were all gone, 
except the sexton, and since he looked like 
he wanted to put out the lights and go home 
to his family, I left. Not a single member 
of that church said to me, ‘‘Stranger, we are 
glad to have you to worship with us this eve- 
ning.’’ I learned that this church was hay- 
ing all sorts of trouble, financial, and other- 
wise. No wonder! At that time, it was the 
leading church in the city in point of mem- 
bership, financial strength, and percentage 
of the business and professional leadership 
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of the community. It has lost members, 
prestige, and power until today it ranks 
third in the city. Other churches that were 
really ‘‘fellowship churches’’ have gone on 
ahead. 

Not long ago, I told this experience in an 
institute and at the close a very fine worker 
in one of our leading city churches, made 
this statement to me, ‘‘I came to this church 
thirteen consecutive times, before any one 
gave me a greeting.’’ I could not refrain 
from saying, ‘‘You certainly are a dyed-in- 
the-wool Methodist.’’ I happen to know 
that the one big problem that that church 
faces today, is the almost utter indifference 
and lack of active participation in its pro- 
gram of worship and work of two-thirds of 
its membership! The reason is not hard to 
find. 

A few months ago I met one of my former 
students, and had several hours of delight- 
ful fellowship with him, his attractive wife 
and two beautiful children. He came out of 
a good Methodist home. He was an active 
member of the Methodist Church all through 
his boyhood and early manhood. At pres- 
ent he is successfully engaged in a good busi- 

15 


ness, having supervision of it in one of our 
Southern states, making his home in one of 
its principal cities. In the course of our 
conversations, I finally asked him about his’ 
church affiliation. He said, ‘‘You may be 
surprised to know that we are not members 
of the Methodist Church any longer, we be- 
long to the Church.”’ ‘‘How did that 
happen?’’ I asked. ‘‘Well,’’ he replied, 
‘‘when we moved to this city, we were not 


acquainted with any one, and we naturally — 


went to the Methodist Church, but no one 
noticed us. We went back several times and 
each time had the same experience. Then, 
we made the acquaintance of a young lady 
in our community who belonged to another 
church. She was very cordial to us and in- 
vited us to go to her church. We accepted 
the invitation. Her friends in this church 
gave us a real welcome and invited us back, 
and we went, and gradually we began to 
make our friends among this group and 
finally it seemed best to us to place our mem- 
bership with them.’’ Of course, the criti- 
cism may be offered at once that he was not 
a loyal Methodist. He and his family, how- 
ever, did just what the average person will 
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do. They were among strangers, and lonely, 
seeking fellowship, and expecting to find it 
in a Methodist Church. And not finding it 
there, they went to a church of another de- 
nomination where they did find warmth, 
welcome, friendship, and Christian fellow- 
ship. Some Methodist people asleep at the 
switch! 

A few years ago, one Sunday I spoke in 
two of our Methodist churches in one of our 
Southern cities. During the afternoon I 
made the acquaintance of a traveling man 
who was staying at the same hotel. I found 
that he was a member of the Church, teacher 
of a class of boys, and very much interested 
in religious work. In the course of our con- 
versation, I brought up the subject of fel- 
lowship in our churches. ‘‘That reminds 
me,’’ he said, ‘‘I went to the Methodist 
Church to worship this morning, and I got 
in and got out without any one greeting 
me.’’ That evening, just before I left to 
take the train, I saw him again in front of 
the hotel. He said, ‘‘ You know I went back 
to that same church this evening and had the 
same experience!”’ 

Following a service in which I had 
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stressed Christian fellowship, I received an 
unusual letter from one who was present. 
Here are some excerpts from it: ‘‘I know 
of a family that live in the country, but 
favored the town church. They joined and 
the husband and wife were active members 
of that church. They had children that had 
been brought up in the church. These chil- 
dren had to work and consequently had little 
time for social activities. Nor did they 
have the funds that the children of the town 
had. Some of the older members of the 
church were good to them, but some in the 
younger set ‘froze’ these children out. 
Some of the leading members of the younger 
activities of the church would not recognize 
these children on the street. Finally, the 
parents could not prevail on their children 
to go either to Sunday school or church. 
Can you picture anything more heart-rend- 
ing than the hidden feeling of these par- 
ents?’’ Can you estimate the harm that was 
done to those young people? Can you 
imagine the disintegration taking place in 
that congregation ? 

It would be possible to go on indefinitely, 
multiplying experiences of this sort—swr- 
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face indications of lack of a profound ele- 
ment of the Christian religion. 

On the other hand it has been my privilege 
to come in contact with many Methodist 
churches that exemplify in their contacts 
an entirely different spirit. 

About fourteen years ago, I visited such a 
church located in one of our large cities. It 
was my first visit to this city and naturally 
I felt quite a sense of loneliness. Since my 
hotel was only a few blocks from this par- 
ticular church, I decided I would worship 
there Sunday morning. I shall never for- 
get the experience. When I came up in 
front of the church building, I noticed a 
group of men on the outside greeting the 
people as they approached. These men gave 
me a most cordial greeting and welcome to 
the worship services. All my feeling of lone- 
liness left me on the outside of the church 
auditorium. In a fine courteous way, one of 
these men escorted me to a door and intro- 
duced me to an usher. He gave mea cordial 
welcome and then asked, so courteously, 
‘*Where would you like to sit?’’ I told him 
and he escorted me to a seat. I felt like a 
potentate following that usher! I had 
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hardly adjusted myself in my seat, when 
someone offered me a songbook and asked 
me if I wouldn’t like to sing. I discovered 
that the members of this congregation be- 
lieved in singing. During the first hymn, 
I looked around and I didn’t see anyone who 
was not singing. If they were not singing, 
they were at least making a joyful noise! 
A singing church is uniformly a fellowship 
church! At the close of the service, I 
started to leave my pew, but was prevented 
by a gentleman giving me a greeting. He 
said, ‘‘I notice that you are a stranger.’”’ I 
wondered how he knew. I found out it was 
his business to know. That was his pew and 
it was his business to greet any strangers 
that might sit in that pew. I found out later 
that others were strategically located 
throughout the entire auditorium and gal- 
lery whose business it was to greet strangers. 
Finally I made my way out to the front 
again and I found a different group of men 
greeting the people as they passed out, say- 
ing to them, ‘‘So glad to have you worship 
with us today; come back this evening, and 
come to prayer service Wednesday eve- 
ning.’’ Later I found out that there were 
20 


three other sections of the fellowship organ- 
ization of that church that I did not touch 
that day. They provided for series of fel- 
lowship dinners; they had a systematic plan 
of personal visitation that went on through- 
out the year, visitation without any money 
objective, simply love of people; another 
section was related to the evangelistic and 
worship programs of the church. This 
church has a long history and great record. 
Some great men have been its pastors, but 
the chief secret of its success through the 
decades has been the spirit of fellowship it 
has built up and maintained through the 
years. It has been truly a Fellowship 
Church. 

It was my good fortune to know another 
Methodist Church almost revolutionized in 
its spirit of Christian fellowship by the life 
and example of one man. He was chairman 
of the Board of Stewards, a charter member 
of the church. He loved that church; he 
loved God; and he loved people. It was his 
uniform habit to stand at the door of the 
education building each Sunday morning 
and greet every man, woman, and child that 
came to the church school. He was there 
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also at the worship hour, giving a cordial 
welcome to all who came. Whenever any 
meeting was held at the church, he was there 
giving alla cordial greeting. It was not per- 
functory with him; he really loved people 
and he let some of his love run out through 
his handclasp and his smile and he literally 
took people into his heart. The other 
Stewards caught something of their leader’s 
spirit and began to exemplify it in their con- 
tacts with their fellow members. Still 
others imbibed the same spirit until that 
church became known as ‘‘A Friendly 
Church.’’ At least it approximated a fel- 
lowship church and in such an atmosphere 
in a little more than ten years it nearly 
doubled its membership. 

We could multiply illustrations of this 
sort, indicating the direction toward a fel- 
lowship church, and repeating our state- 
ment that we are giving surface illustrations 
of a profound thing. 

After all love is the one big thing that 
counts. Rich and poor, high and low, all 
are susceptible to its influence. 
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TRAGIC NEEDS 


In every congregation are found all kinds 
of needs. Some are very definite human 
needs in the area of physical suffering— 
hunger, disease, and poverty. Again, the 
need is found in the areas of mental distress, 
bereavement, sorrow, and bewilderment. 
Sometimes it is to be found in connection 
with stark tragedy. More frequently it is 
just simply that race-old longing of the hu- 
man heart for love and appreciation. All 
find themselves in need of that fellowship 
that can be inspired only in the genuine 
Christian life. Nothing else in this world 
ever has or ever will take the place of it. 

But the Christian congregation must also 
lift its eyes to see the tragic needs of the 
peoples of every land whose lives are blight- 
ed because they have never come under the 
influence of this Gospel of Love. To be 
possessed of the mind of Christ will neces- 
sitate ministering unto them in the spirit of 
true brotherhood. ‘‘At Jerusalem, first,’’ 
said the Master, ‘‘but also unto Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost parts of the earth.”’ 
Translated into realities this means the 
loving ministry of the Church in all of 
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its missionary and philanthropic enterprises 
around the world. 


HOW PROCEED 


The Pastor and the responsible organiza- 
tions of the church must take the lead. 
Nothing of any material value will result 
save from a genuine heart experience of 
Jesus Christ and a profound conviction on 
the part of these leaders that a church is 
never really a Christian church unless it is 
a fellowship church. In truth every mem- 
ber of the church can be enlisted in such a 
spirit. Not every member will make a good 
Official, or officer or teacher in the church 
school, or worker in the Woman’s Society, 
but every member can work at this. He 
can love, he can visit, he can sympathize, he 
ean comfort, he ean share his Christ with his 
fellow members and with others who are in 
desperate need. It will take some careful 
organization and everlasting working at it 
to do it, but it will pay the largest dividends 
in personal joy and satisfaction and suc- 
cessful efforts to build Christ’s Kingdom 
on earth. 
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It makes little difference what eloquent 
sermons may be preached, how much ac- 
twity there may be in a church, what ambi- 
tious programs may be undertaken, if a con- 
gregation does not have the spirit of love, 
which is the spirit of Christ, and exemplify 
that spirit in relation to one another and 
others who ought to be reached, there is little 
reason for the existence of that church. It 
has already failed. On the other hand, the 
chureh that does exemplify in the lives of 
its members the true spirit of Brotherhood, 
is the ‘‘leaven that shall leaven the whole 
lump,”’ ‘‘the salt of the earth,’’ ‘‘the light 
of the world.”’ 


THE RESULTS 


The fruits of such a fellowship church can 
hardly be estimated. In the first place, a 
genuine ministry of soul satisfaction is made 
to each member of the congregation. The 
congregation continues to grow in propor- 
tion to its opportunity in the community in 
which it is located, for people are irresis- 
tibly drawn into such a fellowship. In such 
an atmosphere, a much finer work can be 
done for the children of the church. In such 
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a spirit of love, there is developed a strong 
bond of union in the congregation and it is 
consequently made strong for any reason- 
able task. This will result in better physical 
equipment, a stronger program of Christian 
education, larger recreational activities for 
the youth, a more intensive and successful 
program of evangelism in the community, 
and greater liberality in the Church’s pro- 
gram of World Service. In such a genuine 
fellowship church, Christ will be the central 
figure, the hearts of its members will glow 
in the consciousness of right relations with 
Him and with one another and their lives 
will be an effective witness to the power of 
his Gospel. 


A PRACTICAL SUGGESTION 


A ‘‘Fellowship Church’’ will not spring 
up spontaneously. Some leaders in the 
church must be inspired by a great purpose. 
They themselves must be the embodiment of 
a true Fellowship. They must also formu- 
late and put into effect definite, construc- 
tive, workable plans for building a genuine 
Christian communion, supplementary to 
what is ordinarily considered the regular 
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program of the church. And they must 
work at it consistently through the years. 
In many congregations, fine results have 
been secured through a Church Fellowship 
Committee. To be as definite and concrete 
as possible, we are daring to suggest the 
outlines of such a committee. Naturally, 
adaptations and adjustments should be 
made to meet local situations and needs. 


CHURCH FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE 
I. OFFICERS 


1. Chairman 

2. Vice-Chairman 

3. Secretary 

4. Heads of Divisions 


II. MEMBERSHIP 


. The Pastor 
. Representatives from 

a. The Official Board 

b. The Church School 

e. The Woman’s Society of Christian 
Service 

d. The Organizations of the Young 
People 


bo 
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a. 
b. 


III. Drvistons or Work 


. Visitation (year-round) 

. The Sick 

. Those Bereaved by Death 

. Active Church Members 

. Non-active Church Members 
. Unaffiliated Methodists 

. Non-church Members 

g. 
. Fellowship Dinners 

. Socials for Different Groups 
. Special Song Services 

. Plays and Pageants 

. Greetings (at all entrances) 
To All Church School Members 

To All Participants in Worship 


Strangers in the Community 


Services 


C. 


To Strangers in Pews Following 


Worship Services 


d. At All Exits at the Close of Wor- 


ship Services 


. Ushers (Carefully selected and trained; 
different groups for morning and eve- 


ning services) 


. Special Consideration 
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a. Introduction of Strangers at Wor 
ship Services 
b. Invitation to Strangers to Commune 
at First Table 
e. Mailing Cards of Goodwill to Stran- 
gers 
9. Special Ministry to Persons in Need 


Duplication of workers should be avoided, 
as far as possible. The larger the number of 
effective workers, the greater will be the 
fellowship engendered, and the closer the 
bond of love thus forged. 

Great care, however, should be taken to 
begin only with those absolutely committed 
to the task. Others should be added gradual- 
ly. All that drop out, for any reason, should 
speedily be replaced. 

Visitation can be worked out through the 
zone system, or by assigning individual 
names or families. Visitors can be divided 
into groups with a Captain at the head of 
each group. From time to time, a complete 
shift should be made of assignments. All 
visits, as far as possible, should be made en- 
tirely personal and friendly in character. If 
they are made perfunctorily, or from the 
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attitude of a ‘‘church program,”’ the results 
will be worse than negative. 

A eareful check-up of the work and ex- 
change of experiences should be had at least 
once a week. Wednesday night is used for 
this purpose by some churches: meeting first 
in a fellowship dinner, relating experiences, 
getting new assignments, and closing with 
Devotions conducted by the Pastor, or some 
one else carefully chosen for this purpose. 

For the finest results in building a Fellow- 
ship Church, selfish interests must be sub- 
merged; super-sensitive feelings brought 
under control; good team-work must be de- 
veloped; there must be a high degree of con- 
secration to the central purpose of the 
Church, and unswerving loyalty to Jesus 
Christ the great Head of the Church. 
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